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Posture/Positioning:  Body posture, Instrument positioning.


4 – Consistently positions body and instrument correctly.


3 – Minor faults in positioning occur during demanding passages.


2 – Significant flaws appear in body and instrument positioning.


1 – Regularly demonstrates incorrect posture and positioning.


Tone Quality:  Relaxed coordination of shoulder, elbow, wrist, and  fingers;


     balance speed & weight; contact point, rosin, strong L.H. contact.


4 – Consistently performs with a full, resonant, and well-focused tone.  Controlled through all ranges and dynamic levels.  Consistently displays appropriate vibrato.


3 – Tone quality is good but varies.  Lacks resonance and focus in extremes of range and dynamic.  Vibrato is occasionally uneven or inconsistent.


2 – Tone quality is acceptable, but frequently lacks resonance and focus.  Vibrato is significantly flawed.


1 – Tone quality is weak.  Unable to perform with vibrato.


Intonation:  Ability to perform in tune; adjusts as needed; key signatures and


     accidentals observed.


4 – Consistently performs correct pitches with accurate intonation in all ranges.


3 – Usually performs correct pitches with fair intonation.  Increased difficulty in higher register.


2 – Sometimes performs incorrect pitches with notable intonation problems. Higher register consistently out of tune.


1 – Often performs incorrect pitches with inaccurate intonation, throughout all ranges.





Rhythm:  Steady rhythmic pulse; count and perform rhythms accurately.


4 – Consistently performs correct rhythms within a steady beat pulse.


3 – Usually performs correct rhythms within a steady beat pulse.  Difficult rhythms missed.


2 – Sometimes performs incorrect rhythms, with notable pulse-maintenance problems.


1 – Performs incorrect rhythms and unable to maintain steady pulse.


 Dynamics:   All levels of volume range (pp-ff); crescendo/decrescendo; subito.


4 – Consistently performs all dynamics markings.  Makes careful distinctions between dynamics (Ex: “mf” vs. “mp”)


3 – Performs most dynamic markings.  Extremes of dynamic range not playable, and misses subtle distinctions between dynamic levels.


2 – Uses only loud and soft dynamics (“f” and “p”).  Unable to make crescendo or decrescendo.


1 – Fails to perform with dynamic changes.


Articulations:  Slur, staccato, accent, tenuto, sforzando, etc


4 – Consistently performs all articulation markings.


3 – Follows most articulation markings.  Most difficult articulations/diction missed.


2 – Performs only basic articulations/diction.  Lacks nuance.


1 – Fails to perform with a variety of articulation/diction.


Shifting/Upper positions:  Shifts smoothly and accurately into higher positions;


     performs passage in upper positions.


4 – Consistently performs all shifts smoothly and accurately.  Correctly executes passages in all positions with accurate intonation.  Independently selects appropriate fingerings.


3 – Performs most shifts smoothly and accurately.  Passages in higher positions executed with occasional pitch and intonation problems.  Student’s fingering choices are occasionally inappropriate. 


2 – Performs some shifts smoothly and accurately.  Passages in upper positions executed with numerous pitch and intonation problems.  Unable to independently select appropriate fingerings.


1 – Performs only in first position.  Unable to perform any upper positions with accurate fingerings and intonation.





Minimum Passing Scores are printed within each box. 
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